
Presidential Report on the 2008 Activity 
 
In facing the close of 2008, I am giving below a summary 
of my one-year activities for the GIGE, that form the 
major part of the activities of the GIGE main office.  
The major activity was the co-operation of a geotour and 
the preparation of guidebooks of the Nepal Himalaya. 
Several discussions with Mr. T. Tatezawa, the president 
of Geoplanning Co., during the early half of 2008 evolved 
into the creation of a general plan for Himalayan as well 
as Gondwanan geotours during the coming several years. 
Records of activities of GIGE main office and chapters of 
the world will appear shortly elsewhere on the GIGE 
website. 
 
In late February, I visited Dehra Dun in northwest India.  
Geology and joined a field excursion in the Garhwal Himala
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In early August, GIGE Kathmandu chapter applied for 
funding for the Langtang Himalayan guidebook program to 
the Nippon Foundation. It is worth noting that this was the 
first attempt of a fund-seeking proposal by a GIGE chapter, 
although the result was not successful.  
In early to middle August, I joined the 33rd International 
Geological Congress in Oslo, accompanied with my wife. I 
gave some presentations including a talk on the Himalayan 
geology in relation to the Gondwana tectonics. It should be 
noted that there were several important talks that provided 
supportive arguments for the classical model of the 
Gondwana assembly. During the IGC, I could meet many 
friends from around the world, but meetings with Dr. and 
Mrs. Yoshihide Ohta (Norwegian Polar Research Institute and Geological Museum), and with the young 
staff of GIGE and graduates of the Osaka City University were most pleasant. After the IGC, we visited 
our relative’s home in Switzerland, and then visited Glindervald where we studied and enjoyed the 
beautiful environment. 
 
In October, I was invited to join the Golden Jubilee Celebration of the Geological Society of India in 
Bangalore and delivered an invited talk “Provenance of Himalayan Orogen Supports the Grenvillian 
Formation of East Gondwana”. I am deeply indebted to Prof. H.K. Gupta, the president of the society for 
his kind invitation to this valuable celebration. 
I then visited Kathmandu and led a 10-day geo-trekking party including my wife to the Langtang 
Himalaya. Drs. S.M. Rai and T. N. Bhattarai of the Tribhuvan University joined me, and we could 
conduct a successful field survey for preparing the geo-trekking guidebook of the area, along with 
working as the guides for the trek. During the trek, my wife suffered severe altitude sickness, and was 
evacuated by helicopter. She was hospitalized at the B & B hospital in Kathmandu for a week.  I was 
forced to drastically improve my poor knowledge on this very dangerous sickness.  
 
In November, the International Conference on Management of Landslide Hazard in the Asia-Pacific 
Region was held in Sendai, as a satellite symposium of the First World Landslide Forum in Japan. I 
presented a poster “Field Excursion Guidebook Series on Geology and Natural Hazards in the Nepal 
Himalaya”. A full paper of the above 
presentation appeared in the proceedings of the 
conference. 
 
At the end of this report, I have to write the 
very sad news that Prof. Kenzo Yagi passed 
away in July this year. Professor Yagi had been 
a good spiritual patron for the GIGE activity 
for long years, and I had been heartily 
thanking him privately as well, for his constant 
encouragement. 
 
We hope that the coming year will be happy 
and fruitful for both you and us. 
 
Masaru Yoshida 
President of GIGE 
December 2008  
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