Presidential Report on the GIGE Activity in 2021 

Activities of the GIGE Main Office and the Hakuba Branch during the 2021 fiscal year (January-December 2021) are given below. The monthly activity record (in Japanese) and an account report are given separately in other files, the former is linked above, and the latter will be disclosed in March on the GIGE homepage.

1. Student Himalayan Field Exercise Program

(1) The 10th Student Himalayan Field Exercise Tour (SHET) planned to be conducted in March 2021 was postponed to be conducted in March 2022.

(2) Preparation for the 10th SHET (May-December).

(3) Reporting SHET-related issue: Report of the 9th SHET was delivered at 2 symposiums including The Geological Society of Japan and The Association for the Geological Collaboration in Japan, and reports on the summary of SHET program of 9 years were delivered at 2 international symposiums including 18th International Symposium on Gondwana to Asia held in Qingdao, China, and 12th Symposium on Polar Sciences held in Tachikawa, Japan.
(4) Advertisement and call for participants of SHET-10 and preparation for the tour (May – December). The advertisement and program of the 10th SHET were sent to Geoscience-related department of 72 Japanese universities in August.  Those hoping to join the tour appeared in August onwards and reached to 8 students by middle November. The Covid-19 pandemic appears to have resulted in the poor number of those who hope to join the tour. A Nepalese teacher and a student will be invited to join the tour along with a Chinese student whose participation fee is planned to be funded by IAGR as a prize to the student who worked sincerely for the IAGR symposium last year. Thus, the total number of participants of the SHET-10 will be 10 or a little less including a Japanese leader.  Providing information on the SHET-10 to participants and discussion and negotiation with a Nepalese trekking company (Diplomat Treks and Travels Co.) and hotels in Nepal have continuously been done since November onwards.

Publication of papers and notes by the president 

(1) A manuscript “Summary of the Student Himalayan Exercise Program 9 years” was completed and submitted to Chigaku Kyoiku to Kagaku Undo (Geoscience education and movement in science, published by the  Assoc. for the Geol. Collaboration in Japan) in November. 

(2) Manuscript “Visiting glaciers in Hakuba Village” was also completed in November and submitted to the Newsletter of the Academic Alpine Club of Hokkaido.
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Hakuba mountain range in November, with the Hakuba Village on its foot.　The right-most peak is the Hakuba dake（Mt. Shirouma）, and the Japanese largest Happo Ski Field in the center.
(3) Miscellaneous notes regarding suit on the Emeritus Professorship issue, human right, Covid-19 issue, condolence, and travels were disclosed on the GIGE HP, small Japanese journals etc.

3. Other activities
(1) January-February: Suit against Osaka City University for the award of the title of Emeritus professor. The suit was found unsuccessful when the Supreme Court dismissed the suit in February.

(2) January-December: Writing of a book “Assembly and Breakup of Gondwana and Growth of Asia” (in Japanese)

(3) January-December: Digitalization and uploading of some 10 papers published in 1990s-2000s by the president and his students on the Research Gate.
4. Hopes for the new year

(1) Publication of the Japanese book “Assembly and Breakup of Gondwana, and Growth of Asia”.
(2) To fulfil the 10th Student Himalayan Exercise Tour in March 2022.
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(3) To encourage the Hakuba village to start making effort to form a glacier park as a first step to create the Hakuba Geopark.

(4) The president hopes to win over 85 age championships in several table tennis tournaments in Japan, so that the all-Japan tournament in February 2023 (one year ahead) will become fruitful for him.
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Viewing Hakuba-dake from the top of the Iwatake Ski Field of the Hakuba Village, in March. From the right to left, Mrs.Yoshida, Mr. Emery, Mrs. Emery and Yoshida.








