GONDWANA INSTITUTE 

FOR GEOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT

REGULATIONS 
NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE INSTITUTE

1. The name of the institute is Gondwana Institute for Geology and Environment (GIGE)

2. The head office of GIGE is located at 147-2 Hashiramoto, Hashimoto 648-0091, Japan.

3. The GIGE will have chapters throughout the world.

AIMS OF THE INSTITUTE 

4. Aims of GIGE include the followings

i)  To improve knowledge on geology, environment and natural hazard of Gondwanan areas including Asia, Africa, South America, Australia, Antarctica and other miscellaneous areas.

.ii) To improve ways of resolving geological, environmental, and natural hazardous problems in regional and global context with specific reference to those of Gondwanan areas.

iii) To improve and enhance international collaborations related with the above activities.

iv) To improve and enhance international collaborations and understandings among people and societies mostly related with the above activities.

v) To extend the fruits of such studies and activities for scientific advancement, sustainable development and environmental management for the benefit of human society at large. 
UNDERTAKINGS

5. To conduct projects to materialize the above objectives (this is termed the major projects) (e.g., field studies of Gondwanan areas, organization of symposiums/seminars/workshops, education of citizens and students, interchange of scientists/students between different countries, publications of newsletters and books etc.)

6. To support projects that fit the above objectives. (e.g., support of IAGR and GRG activities)

7. To create funds that can be used to conduct above projects including:.

i) To conduct contraction for survey, research, and/or making report/recommendations related to geological and/or environmental problems.

ii) To conduct tours aiming to the understanding of different geology, environment, society, culture of different countries.

iii) Receiving funds from organizations and foundations for GIGE projects related to the above activities.

iv) Receiving donations from organizations, groups and/or individuals.

v) Selling of books, rock/mineral samples, contracting for analyzing geological and/or environmental material, proofing of reports, English-Japanese and Japanese-English translations etc.

vi)  Any business to be useful for obtaining funds for pursuing the above objectives.

ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE

8. The GIGE is a non-profit (charitable), non-governmental (NGO) and non-political organization set up with the objective of achieving purely academic and scientific goals for ultimate societal benefits on regional and global scales through the participation of individual or group(s). 

9. The Institute has a President, Vice Presidents, General Secretary, Directors, and Fellows.  It will also have Managing Officer(s), Accounts Officer(s) and Auditor of Accounts. 
10. The GIGE has the Founder Directors, who took initiative for the inauguration of the GIGE.

11. The candidates of the President, Vice President, General Secretary, Directors and Auditor of account are chosen by a Founder Director meeting, the President, a Director, and/or a fellow.
12. The President, Vice Presidents, General Secretary, Directors, and Auditor of Accounts are elected from the candidates and nominated through the voting by the Fellows. 
13. A Chapter of GIGE comes into effect through the application by more than half of the GIGE fellows of a country or a regional area including more than two countries. 

14. The Chairperson of a chapter is elected by the Fellows of the Chapter through voting and is appointed by the President.

15. The candidates of the Vice President is nominated by the President from the Chairpersons of the Chapters.

16. The President and Vice Presidents are responsible to the activities of the main office and chapters respectively.

17. The term of these officials will be three years. Their term is automatically renewed after this period, except in case where a request for re-election is made by the Director Board and/or by more than 10 Fellows.   
18. The Fellows are nominated by the DB, upon receipt of the name and curriculum vitae of a candidate either from himself/herself or through another Fellow of GIGE.

19. The Managing Officer(s) and Accounts Officer(s) together with any other required Office Secretary or staff are nominated by the President. 

20. The President is the supreme head of the institute, and will have independent and ultimate authority to take decisions on policy matters and fund matters in the best interests of the institute. 
21 The Vice President assists the president in his duties, and will hold charge in the absence of the President. 

22. The President, Vice Presidents and Council Members constitute the Governing Council (GC) of the Institute. The GC will provide necessary advice and assistance in formulating programs and projects of the Institute. The GC is expected to meet at least once in two years at an appropriately designated venue and time. Written transactions without physical presence are also admitted depending on circumstances.  

23. The Governing Council (GC) has the authority to grant Emeritus status to distinguished scientists/academicians/social representative or people of related fields.
24. A general assembly (either physical or by internet) of the Fellows is held at least once per three years, to be participated (physical or through internet/letter) more than 10 per cent of the total number of fellows.

25. The Directors constitute the Director Board (DB) with the President of GIGE as its Chairperson. The DB will actively involve in the formulation, co-ordination and implementation of projects and programs, in achieving the goals and objectives of the  institute. 

26. Director Board (DB) assembly (either physical or through internet) is held periodically once per year if required so by more than half of the board members, chaired by the President, or by a nominee of the President, who shall be either one of  the Vice Presidents or one of the Directors. Letter- and e-mail-attendance to the meeting are admitted.

27. The President, Secretary General and the Accountant form the Council of GIGE.

28. The Council assesses decisions by DB, and decides and promotes to conduct all issues of the GIGE activities.

29. The Council assembly (either physical or through internet) is conducted at least once per year. Letter- and e-mail-presence of the members to the meeting are admitted.
30. The GIGE will also have Patrons of very eminent social/academic/scientific standing.  The President will have the authority to nominate the Patrons based on advises from the GC.
31. Fellows consist of Honorary Fellows, (member) Fellows and Junior Fellows.  The Honorary Fellows are nominated by the President  and approved by the DB. Individual scientists, academicians, researchers, planners, social workers, or other related categories of personnel can apply for enrollment as a new Fellow.  President, GC and DB have the right to nominate Fellows. 

32. Decision at General Assembly, DB and Council meetings are made based on the majority basis.

MEMBERSHIP FEE, NEWS LETTER AND FINANTIAL STATEMENT

33. The annual membership fee for the Fellow is shown in the Operational Rule of GIGE and is subject to renew every 5 years. Fellows can receive the Gondwana News Letter and/or the GIGE News either paper version or electronic file through internet, which is co-published with the International Association for Gondwana Research (IAGR) more than once per year. 

34. The fellow who is subscribing Gondwana Research which carry the GNL is defrayed his/her membership fee above.

35. The duly audited annual financial statement of GIGE will be placed before, or circulated among,  the Director Board (DB) for approval. 
OPERATIONAL RULES OF THE INSTITUTE

36. Director Board can decide the GIGE Operational Rules, which will be useful for the details for the organization and activity of the institute.

EFFECTIVE DATE AND CHANGE OF CONSTITUTION

37. To facilitate the effective activity of the institute, GIGE can have the operational rules, which will be decided by the President through the discussions by DB.

38. This Regulation comes into effect from April 1, 2001, the Date of Establishment of the Gondwana Institute for Geology and Environment.

39. Call for any amendments to the Regulation can be made and presented by any Fellow to the President, which will be considered by the Director Board (DB)  and passed based on majority decision. 
                                                                     <Inaugurated 1st April 2001>

<Amended 1st April 2006>
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